Macedonians at that time had still been sunning themselves in
official patronage in Sofia an immediate Yugoslav invasion 01
Bulgaria would have followed.

Then the officers, who had been deeply impressed by Hitler's
methods in Germany and the benefits that the German army
was deriving from them, turned Parliament into a Propaganda
Ministry, placarded the tramcars with self-laudatory notices
about cthe new Bulgaria9, which the Bulgar regarded with bleak
incomprehension, because the policeman and the tax-collector
were giving him just as rough a deal as ever, and generally put
up a cheap lath-and-plaster imitation of the National Socialist
Dictatorship. But after a few months they were in such a
muddle that they handed the job back to Boris, on the condi-
tion that there should be no resurrection of party politics, and
a few months after that the Government, now all Kong's men
once more, announced that a plot against the King had been
discovered, and the good Colonel Damian VeltchefF was
sentenced to death and barely escaped with a reprieve. He was
luckier than his opposite number in Belgrade, Apis the Bee. I
saw him sentenced.

But though the officer conspirators are in gaol, and the other
officers are so busy with rearmament that they have little
time and little opportunity to conspire against the King
and Government, the political blank that they made of Bulgaria
remains. Nobody knows now what Bulgars are thinking about,
whether they are for democracy or dictatorship, whether they
want in the next war to fight with or against the martial
dictators. Boris is working cautiously to give the country a
Parliament again.

The present regime in Bulgaria began as a copy of National
Socialist Germany, and you might take that for an indication
that in a new European war Bulgaria would again be on the
side of Germany, But the last decision will lie with that astute
monarch King Boris, who has no mind to give his prostrate
enemies, Abdication and Assassination, another chance at him.

I once watched a parade of the Bulgarian army. The troops
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